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ROSE

COGHLAN’S 50 YEARS ON T

ROSE
COGHLAN

Famous Actress Credits Her Handsome
Irish Papa With Her Looks and Dis-

position—Made Her Debut as
One of Macbeth’s Witches

r
This s the first instalment o!ﬂ'
the life history of Rose Coghlan,
including over ﬁ!tygvu..rs of stage
experience and embodying many

of her brother, Charles

F.
Coghlan, written by herself.

CHAPTER 1.
HAVE noticed In reading the
Uutoblographles of celebritles
that they generally commence
from the date of thelr debut. I have
£0n6 further back and commenced be-
foro I was born.

My mother met my futher when he
Wia on a short visit to Jersey. Bhe
¥a8 & iypionl Jersey girl, with large
Buzel gyey, neither blue nor brown;
falr complexion, rosy oheeks, plump
&nd pleasing. No wonder my father, u
man: of ke warld arsusd forty, fal
A sacy victim. A proposal followed
altsr u @uy's Ashing, where sho had

:lllu::‘ Lls hook apd unknowingly hers

but family put him through a
Crous-cxamination. “Was he married?

-r)”: they wanted to know the history
1-.1:- e family. He replied that ‘he
r"j""’ o marry thelr daughter and

s har family. Thelr answer to this

'8 0 dlemiseal, g0 he left Jersey and
44 not return for two years, when
my mother was elghtesn.

Interesting episodes in the career ||
|rl.<- wasd a great traveller.

Tben folluwed g petret marriage in

Guernsey, another of the Channel Isl-
ands, In the year 1841. Mr. Coghlan
took his young bride to Paris, and she
wis supremely happy when her son,
Charles Francis, was born, June 10,
1342, During the ensulng seven years
Mr, Cogh-
Inn was the originator and author of
Coghlan’s Continental Guldes, then the
bast I{ not the only gulde In Conti-
nental Europe. His income was large,
and mother and Uttle Charles travelled
with him. They started on his busi-
ress tour In a carriage, drawn by four
horses, and a postillion. They stopped
at the beat hotels and sometimes Mra
Coghlan and the child remained for &
short rest. She loved Bwitzeriand, and
I remember her telling me of meeting
at Bern a daughter of her husband,
where she learned for the first time
that he had been married before, This
wis a great surprise to har. When her
second son, Frank, jolnéd the party In
15840, mother rebelled and wanted to
settle down In a home of her own with
her children. 8he d4id not attain her
wish until 1861, when a house was
taken in Peterborough, Lincolnshire,
where to the two brolhers was pre-
sented a elster, myself, Rose Coghlan
born March, 1851, the London Exhibi.
tion year. Therefore, T was an ex-
hibjtion baby! 1 just escaped belng a
daughter of 8t Patriek’s. belng borm
on the 18th at 1 o'cloagk In the morn-
ing.

What occurred during the first threo
vears of my life fa utter blank.
My fyst recqllections of my grand-
mother Kirby's home fn Jersel, one

|

of the Channel Islands of Great Brit-
aln, where mother, Frank and I were
living. From hearsay [ learned Iator
that Charles was abroad with his
father, who had left us in Peterbor-
ough In & terrible rage. Ho was an
Irishman and 1 am convinced that he
endowed me with some of his temper
as well as his good looks,

This separation was because my
mother refused to travel with him or
agree to leave her children at home
with & matron. They were ever first
with her, Bhe had to consent to
futber's taking his eldest son abroad,
but determined to return to her home
In Jersay with the two vounger chil-
dren. After a few months there she
decided that we could no longer re-
main & burden {o her mother, who had
Httle but her home and her pension as
an ofMcer's widow. As mother had not
been recelving any funds from my
father, she secured a positlon In &
finishing school in Cheltenham, Eng-
land, and arrunged to take me with
her, my board to go as part of les
salary, I was then fAve years old. My
brother Frank was placed in a board-
ing school.

We remalned in Cheltenham about
two years, when my mother's brothers,
the Rev. Walter Kirby and Dr. Ed.
mond Kirby of London, suggested that
my mother should take a house there
and open & fnishing school hersalf,
and both would help her with their
influence to procure A select ellentale.
To this home she brought my brother
Fraok, He arrived and the pext day

ho develaped an attack of messles

-

; R i

?\?ﬁ‘l\“
GEORGE

RIGNQLD,

D

ok
A

as * KINGhHEnm

ROSE
&f

COGHLAN'S
FATHER -

FRANCIS

the FIRST

don to place him in a law affice with
his godfather's (Mr. Peckham's) firm.
Charles, who was a4 great student ana
devoted to the drama, had continually
gone to the Comedle Francalse, and his
one ambitlon was to become a groat
actor end playwright, But my father
would have none of this. and after
placing him in the law office returned
to Paris.

Charles lived with us and went to
his office dally. It was agony to him.
I learned to love him dearly. Being
nine yeare older than 1 Charles was too
much of d gentleman to fight with a
lady, and 1 appreciated his good man-

-

ROSE COGHLAN'S
MOTHER = ANNA MARIA
- KIRBY L

Mother thought {t wiser to put me in
the same room, as most probably 1
would not escape it. 1 was happy that
we weres (oo weuk to flzht, which was
our usual entertalnment, s he loved
to play the part of big brother and
boss. The school prospered and we
were happy but for my mother's con-
stant longing for her absent son
Charles, who was still with his father,

Earlicat Nocollections of Father,

I first recollect seelng my father on
my elghth birthday. when my mother
was giving a party, I can visualise
that party dress—white net over white
ellk looped up with pink rosebuds. The
doors opened and the boaming fuce of
n handsome elderly gentleman ap-
peared In the aperturs, and he threw
in among us orangea, candy and nuts.
and, catehing me up In his arms, whis-
pered, "Kiss Papa!"

My father's per having cooled
off in these flv ® of separation, no
doubt he felt & Loy his famlly.

\______/
ELLEN TERRY

EARLIESYT PICTURES. *

ONE of HER

And my mother, womanlike, received
him as though nothing had happened.
No sooner was thiyx greeting over than
we hud another surprise, There now
appeared in the doorway a tall, lanky,
long haired, sallow youth, my brother,
Charles F. Coghlan.

His futher had dvought him to Lane

ners and was very proud of him. He
taught me to play chess, and, having
only a et of drafts, he turned them
Inte chessmen, painting on stiff card-
hoard soldiers for tha pawns, knights
on horseback, medlweval castles. blsh-
'p‘ln their robes, gorgeous kings and

ans
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G REAT ACTOR WITH

WHOM ROSE COGHLAN APPEARED

:lml glued on them these painted
figures, | retailned that set for years

They were admired by artists, but in

one of my many moves I lost them. I

| mention this because Charles was n
wondarfully talented youth and might

wve made a name In sevoral profes-

| slons—playvwright, producer, uctor,
imu.-\l. iun, painter and linguist.
Druring the stay in

| oMece he was very

short

the law

unhappy, It was no

use, he had lmbibed too much of Lhe
theatrical atmosphere in Parls,. Not
| wishing to disobey his father by bo-

| coming an actor he compromised and
wrole & play, a five blank wverse
| tragedy, entitled, “Love and Hiate, of

not

the Court of Charles Pirst,” which my
father on one of his visits was per-
suaded to read and was o wmazed

| at what he congldered his son's genlus

that he engaged the old 8t. Martin's
Hall for a reading, hired a4 costume
of Charles First and Invited & nuom-
bar of his [riends, Bevers

lighte Including among

vead John Oxenford

it hear It

wers unandmous that e was groeatly
gifted and shonld ! illowed to tollow |
nix own bent in his choice of o pro-
fossion His father's objections were
| overcome and Charies was permitied

to choose hisn awn career

|
Charies Falls in Love With Partl,

CHARLES
O
COGHLAN

FAMOUS ACTOR
BROTHER of ROSE

with him when he went to receive his
first salary, then sent me with a friend
of his to see the play, after which I
ih:ul-; my first entrance through a stage
door to walt for my brother to take me
| home, That night I hod my first
|slim]me of the stage. How I laughed
jat my brother when he dapced with
| s hobbyhorse, und when the trans-
formation

scene opened up ¥ went
|eraey with delleht over |ts aryeial
Hghts, silver ti#sue and beautiful
(angels dangling among Lthe stars In

long skirts of gauze,
skirt in

Iiven the ballet
reached to the
Nowadays, It seems, all akirts
Hooverized.

| All that night 1 dreamed of fairies,
| knlghts and Jjewels, and awoko with
1l!|!' determination to become an @gs
| tress, o determipation that has pever
Neft ins

| At the close of that exiravaganza
[ Charles left Mr, Buckstone's company
at the Haymarket Theatre and decldéd
that London was no place for him in
tthe  profession he had chosen. He
Vlnoked for n positlon where he would
have plenty of practles In every kind
lof part by engaging himself as utility
muan, which means he might bo called
on to play a heavy villain, an old man
jor a servant with a few spoken words.

those daya

|Buch a positlon he obtalned in the
| Theatre Rowal, Dublin, and vowed
Inever to return to London until he
loould be recognized as an artist

| The next season he wias engaged as
| the Jjuvenile man for the Thoatre
Roval at Hull, where he wus very
lonesome, and he conxed my mother
' to Join him there. At that time my
Luther, having formed in London a

company to produce an Engllsh news-
paper In Brusseln called the Coghlan
Contitental Despatek, was rather fluah
und was sending mother monsy. Bhe
guve up her schonl and we went to
Hive with Charles,
Frank Follows the Sen.

Frank

had

LI

wias only 12 yewrs old, but he
blready chosgn his profession-—the
inn taste, as his father
had started s career in the navy at
the samo midshipman, whiah
|H'- continued clil he olialned the rank
| of Licsutenant, when hes resigned and
‘ ook up literary work Frank was ar-
|

inherited

“ge

ns

ticled for five vears in the merchant
service nnd had salled on the ship
O » on his first vOVag
Charles Coghlan had become a great
feverite in Hull, and here my fathar
decided to pay us a visit to withess
hig sucees Wo lived In furnlshed
! POOmME, a4 great institution for the ao
| tor You paidd for your sitting room
| ondd bedrooms and dld your own mar-
| keting The slavey, as the houses
{ worker then was miled, cooked your
joint, or whatever v provided, and

This
enjoyied in Eng-
oven been thought

scrved it In your sitting room
vmifort Is still belng
lund, but has nover

of In America

theitrs there wers only aix

The young man wds so overjoved
| that he nccomplished two things, the |
Iﬂw: being to fall In love with the
great Adelina Patt], then in the zenith
of her beauty. He wrole sonnels (o |

her eyebrows, enshrined her pleture on

hig martle, and

| ¢ontinued to go once
|n week to the opera the gallery
| At the same time he searched for and
| obtained an eéngagement as an actor
|at the Haymarket Thea which was

owned and managed by John Baldwin
Buckstone, father of our Rolund Buck

stone. Mr, Buckstons was vansidersd

| produced extravaranea, which wns the
| happy medium between hurlesque and
| comir opera. Charles obtained the en
| gagemant through his knowledge and
aecent of French

In the play there were four heralds,
Ttallan, French, Bpmoish apd German
They had one entrance only, which
they made on hobbyhorses . ench spoke
A versa in his own language and the)y
danced n quadrille on thelr own legs
with thelr falpe ones dungling over the
nide of the mal™ belleve horses. This

the best comedian of thut perfod and |

was his debut™h 1858, Ha ok me

| At the
perfurmances u wi

| ‘Fha

sk ne matinees,

Wl generally inaisted eltbher of

[ long classical play, f ywed orf pre-
eded by a farce, or g iy a one act
pmylet followed by three net drauma
r comedy, and the bill was closed hy
a burlesgue The perfarmances wars
long einning at 7 o'clock and end
ing at 11 The actors were engaged

| anch for a special line of busminess in

! ouch play= as the nld eomedles, nlso

| Shukespeare’'s und  the  classical

'ﬂr..m i

| There seldom wus a new pluy pro-

||I'.',- ed, owing perhups to the dearth of
|-ir..m.a'l.- nuthors or possibly 1t wae
| due 1o the lack of revenu re-
That was the condilion in the
They had n system of
visiting stars during the whole season
with exception of the holldays, when »
pantomims was produced each year,

Continued o Ninth Fagel

they
'! celved
|*Hos and ‘A0a
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